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on the pay roll and within the strategic Canal Zone, for
it is a well-known Communist tenet that any duplicity is
justified if it contributes to fulfilling an assigned mission.
Likely to be of much more practical value in ferreting out
Communists and their sympathizers is an apparent deci-
sion of Canal Zone authorities to sign future contracts
with a newly organized C.I.O. affiliate instead of the
United Public Workers. The loss of the affiliation with
the C.I.O. by the U.P.W, has probably weakened the
effectiveness of the Communist front in Panama more
than any governmental moves to outlaw it.
The Nacionalista and Hispanidad parties in Panama are
of course ideologically opposed to communism. But in
times past they have collaborated with Communists in
demonstrations to harass the United States. The cult of
Hispanidad in Panama bears a considerable relation to
the Sinarquists of Mexico, and indeed the expression
Sinarquismo is sometimes heard upon the isthmus. The
movement is fundamentally anti-Yang^t/i, and even anti-
Pan American. It has expressed an affinity for Franco
Spain, and clings to the ideal of Hispanic culture and
heritage.8 It feeds upon the latent isthmian fears and
suspicions of El Coloso del Norte* covets a role for
Panama of "whipping boy" for "Gringo Imperialism*" and
exploits to the fullest degree any sympathy it can arouse
elsewhere in Latin America for Panama in her bondage"
to the Yanqui cultural impact and economic power.10 All
too often in other Latin American countries writers will
cite Panama as an example of North American imperial-
ism., which is still believed to be an insidious menace.11
Panamanian nationalists hasten to seize upon this outside
"authority77 to bolster their cry that no deal can be made
with the United States without surrendering something.
The controversy over the wartime defense bases gave